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JERRABOMBERRA WETLANDS: A POCKET (of) HISTORY 
 

Time Period 
Molonglo-Jerrabomberra floodplain 

Context / Focus of use  Identity (Name / Image) ‘Features’ 

400+M yrs 
Landscape origins and 
foundations 

 
Alluvium  
Gravels  

Water flows 

Fossil lake  21,000 yrs First Peoples Country Biyaligee (always)  

Duntroon  
Homestead  
Sheepwash  
Windmill  
Outstations  

 

RMC Duntroon 

City location and site(s) 

Water Axis and East Lake  

Civic Railway and  
Causeway embankment  

Trench system  
Molonglo Camp  

Soldier settlers  

Dairymen  

Prizes and research 

Floods and more floods  

Worker settlements   

1820-1900 Rural development 

Limestone Plains 

Pialligo Flats / Pialligo Plains  
Duntroon Flats / Duntroon Plains 

Mill Flat  

1901-1913 
Federal Territory  
and Capital City 
foundations  

Mill Flat  

 

‘Mugga Mugga’ and 
‘Jerrabomberra’  
city sites  

East Lake and  
Lake Park (proposed)  

1914-1918 Wartime ‘Bombing paddock’ 

Molonglo Camp / 
Molonglo Settlement 

Mill Flats Soldier 
Settlement 

East Lake and  
Lake Park (proposed) 

1919-1925 Post-war recovery 

1926-1954 

Production and 
research 

Capital city 
establishment  

1955-1977 
Urban schemes  
and dreams 

Eastwater Park  

Molonglo Park  
 

Jerrabomberra 
Landfill Park  

The Lake and the floodplain  

Recreation  

More floods 

Wetlands in a ‘wasteland’ 

Dairy Flat   
1978-2015 

Urban demands   

balanced with  

Nature conservation 

East Basin Swamps   
Pialligo Wetlands  
Molonglo Wetlands 

Jerrabomberra 
Wetlands  

(part) National 
Cultural Centre  

Dairy Flat  
Education Centre  

Wetland Ecology Park 
(proposed)  

JW Nature Reserve;  
(part) Canberra 
Nature Park  

Jerrabomberra 
Wetlands Park  

Under siege –  
planes, trains, automobiles,  
high-speed recreation,  
sand mining, pollution, 
powerlines, pipes, dumps 

Wetlands as an asset  

Urban ‘appropriation’   

Education Centre 

 

 

New sense of past and 
future value  
 
 
 
 
 

New sense of pride  

   Biyaligee (always) 
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